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bale Trail will roll
next month in county

Crittenden County Bale Trail
kicks off Oct. 13, and Critten-
den County Extension Service is
encouraging local residents to
start getting creative with their
hay bales. Participants who are
decorating hay bales are en-
couraged to call the Extension
Service to register at 270-965-
5236. By submitting photos and
an address where the artistic
hay structure can be found,
participants will be put on an
official Crittenden County Bale
Trail map. A contest will be
hosted on the Facebook page,
“Crittenden County Bale Trail,”
and the photo with the most
Likes will be named grand
champion on Nov. 5. There is
no cost to participate. Hay bale
tours will begin Oct. 14. Maps
will be available at the Exten-
sion office, located on U.S. 60
East, about a one-tenth of a
mile outside of Marion. Non-
perishable food items will be
collected during the contest pe-
riod and can be deposited be-
hind the Extension office.
Donated items will be delivered
to the Crittenden County Food
Bank.

4-H hosting annual
awards event Sunday

Crittenden County
4-H’s annual Awards
and Recognition Ban-
quet will be held at 1
p.m., Sunday, Sept.
18 at the Crittenden
County Lions Club Agriculture
Building. A meal will be pro-
vided. Attendees are asked to
bring a dessert. If your child
participated in any 4-H clubs,
events or contest on the local,
district or state levels, attended
4-H camp or entered items in
the county fair, they are en-
couraged to attend. Green tick-
ets from participation in 4-H
events should be submitted for
drawings. The grand prize
drawing is a free 4-H camp
registration.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden Fiscal Court will

meet in regular session at 8:30
a.m., Thursday, Sept. 15 at the
courthouse.

•Crittenden County Board of
Elections will meet at 3:30 p.m.,
Friday, Sept. 16 in the base-
ment of Crittenden County
Clerk's office.

•Marion City Council will
meet in regular session at 5
p.m., Monday, Sept. 19 at city
hall.

•Fredonia City Council will
meet at 7 p.m., Monday, Sept.
19 at city hall.

•City of Marion Tourism
Commission will meet at 8:30
a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 20 at the
Welcome Center.

•Salem City Council will meet
at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 20 at
Deer Lakes meeting room.

•Crittenden County Board of
Education will meet at 5:30
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 22 at
Crittenden Elementary School

•Crittenden-Livingston Water
District will meet at 4 p.m.,
Monday, Sept. 26 at Deer Lakes
meeting room.
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STAFF REPORT
As Marion transitions from an emer-

gency response to its now nearly five-
month-long water shortage to developing
a long-term solution for sustainable
drinking water, city leaders are exploring
options and costs. 
Finding a reliable source of water for

the city of just over 3,000 people will be
costly. Every option will cost millions of
dollars. Gov. Andy Beshear has told local
leaders that financial assistance is avail-
able, but first Marion City Council must
define a plan forward. 
With fall quickly approaching, and

more reliable rainfall likely, the immedi-
ate threat of the town’s water system
going bone dry has at least temporarily
ceased. However, community leaders
know there’s a false sense of security in
relying on the whims of Mother Nature.
A dry early summer put the town in jeop-
ardy of losing its water stream, but dis-
aster was avoided thanks to nearby
third-party suppliers such as the Crit-
tenden-Livingston Water District, raw
water haulers like the National Guard
and P&H Farms, strong conservation
measures and distribution of free bottled
water.
As long as Marion receives normal or

above average rainfall as it did in August
with more than four inches, the water
plant has an ample supply of raw water
to keep the town wet. Crittenden-Liv-
ingston’s county water supplier is also
sending at least 144,000 gallons of
drinking water a day to Marion under a
newly signed three-year contract. 
While the sense of immediate water se-

curity is more comfortable than where
Marion was a in June and July, it can
provide a false illusion of safety, a mirage
so to speak.

That’s why developing a long-term plan
for generations to come is imperative. A
sketch of three potential long-term
sources of drinking water is beginning to
emerge. Details have come from local
leaders, officials at nearby water dis-
tricts, engineers and other government

agencies. The Press has also heard from
several local individuals who would like
to see a definitive direction toward water
security. The following is a look at per-
haps the most viable options for ensur-
ing Marion’s long-term need for drinking
water is met. 
Certain options may be more attractive

than others. Some may include the Crit-
tenden-Livingston Water District, which
is already providing Marion with a great
deal of relief from the crisis. Assembled
here is information that will be consid-
ered as Marion leaders begin to move to-
ward determining which plan is most
acceptable. Then, funding will be sought.
Some observers believe that delays in
identifying a plan could end up costing
the city because grant and relief money
that’s currently in the state and federal
system could dry up.
Lake George Repair
There is no doubt that the most popu-

lar solution would be repairing Lake
George. The reservoir had long been a
source of recreation as well as raw water.
Fishing, kayaking, picnicking and other
activities were commonplace at the lake.
Residents had built homes on its shore.
Now overlooking a mud flat, those homes
may suffer devaluation. 
Some members of the Marion City

Council believe Lake George can be res-
urrected as a raw water source. Regula-
tors with various Kentucky agencies
have largely balked at the idea, citing the
volatility of the source and imminent
need to upgrade the water plant, which
would be costly.  
Marion’s water plant was built decades

ago prior to modern regulations for such
provisions as redundancy. The plant
might qualify to have certain deficiencies 

See WATER/page 9

Water response shifts to long-term options

Hail to the Queen!
Her story you may
not already know
So, if you have any kind of so-

cial media account at all or a tele-
vision for that matter, I’m sure
you have heard plenty about the
death of the Queen of England,
succession of the throne,
Camilla’s purple outfit she will not
stop wearing out in public and the
opinions of those all
shaken up from the
disappointment that
“spare-heir” Harry
and his wife Meghan
brought on the fam-
ily from their Oprah
Winfrey interview
last year.
But after all, I felt

this column about
the Queen should
give a wide berth to
those stories since
everyone has them
already covered. When the Queen
died, I went on a hunt for some
information not everyone could
possibly know and a few things
you might find interesting. 
Queen Elizabeth II was born

April 21, 1926. Her full name was
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary, born of
the royal House of Windsor - an
extremely fancy way of telling us
her last name was Windsor. Yes,
even the Queen of England had a
last name. Though, it wasn’t al-
ways the case for those in the
family tree above her.
Until 1917, members of the

British Royal Family had no sur-
name, but only the name of the
house or dynasty to which they
belonged. Queen Victoria’s eldest
son Edward VII (1841-1901) be-
longed to the German House of
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha (his Father
Prince Albert’s family name). Ed-
ward VII’s son George V, became
the second kind of that dynasty
when he succeeded the throne in
1910. But this all changed in
1917, when George V (Queen Eliz-

See QUEEN/page 4

STAFF REPORT
Fohs Hall, Inc., an-

nounced last week that it
has purchased the dilapi-
dated Hayward mansion
across the street in order to
tear it down to make way
for development of a park-
ing lot and other features.
In a formal announce-

ment broadcast live on The
Press YouTube and Face-
book channels on Friday,
president of the Fohs Hall
Board of Directors, Alan
Stout, and others associ-
ated with the plan unveiled
a project that will include
green space, a playground
and eventually an am-
phitheater or large pavilion
designed to host outdoors
events or concerts.
The plan includes pur-

chasing a building and
property directly behind the

Hayward House, a lavish
Marion home built in 1904
that later served as a high
school and hospital. The
adjacent property and
building was owned by
Brian and Evelyn Hayes
and was once a photogra-
phy studio. The Ben E.
Clement Mineral Museum
has jointly purchased the
Hayes property along with
Fohs Hall. The museum will
use it for storage and Fohs
Hall will use it for part of
the parking lot project. The
purchasers shared the
$20,000 acquisition cost of
the Hayes property and
Fohs Hall paid $35,000 for
the Hayward House and its
2.7 acres.
Fohs Hall has received a

contribution of $50,000 to-
ward the project from Crit-
tenden County Tomorrow,

which is handling a $1.2
million bequest left to the
community from the estate
of the late Linda Schum-
man. Schumann was a
community and civic advo-
cate who died in June
2019, leaving the vast ma-
jority of her estate to Crit-
tenden County Tomorrow,
an organization she helped
form in 2003 with an origi-
nally-stated mission of sav-
ing the Hayward House,
among other purposes. 
Stuart Collins, who repre-

sented Crittenden County
Tomorrow at last week’s an-
nouncement inside Fohs
Hall, said it is a bit ironic
that Crittenden County To-
morrow was originally
formed to purchase and
preserve the Hayward 

See FOHS/page 4

Crittenden-Livingston Water District built
this water tank five years ago at Moore
Hill. It alone can hold almost enough
drinking water to serve the City of Marion
on a daily basis. The two-county water
district is among the three most obvious
long-term solutions for Marion’s drinking
water for coming generations.

Among principal parties at Friday’s closing on property being purchased by Fohs Hall and
the Ben E. Clement Mineral Museum are (from left) Mary Anne Campbell, Elliot West, Ric
Carder, Fred Stubblefield, Brennan Cruce, Alan Stout, Stuart Collins, Evelyn Hayes and Brian
Hayes.

Fohs Crosses Walker Street

Corporation buys two properties
to build lot, playground, more



Dalton 
John Jeffery Dalton, 

51, of Paducah, 
formerly of Crittenden 
County, and Porter 
County, Ind., died Fri-
day, Aug. 26, 2022 at 
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center in 
Nashville. 

John or Jeff, depend-
ing on which name you 
knew him as, was a 
1990 graduate of Por-
tage High School in 
northwest Indiana 
where he was a 
member of the high 
school marching band 
for four years. He was 
known to be a gentle 
giant standing at 6’5” 
tall and weighing over 
250 ponds in school. 
He was an enthusiastic 
sports fan but didn’t 
want to play because, 
he said, “I’m afraid I 
will hurt someone.” 
Jeff was known for his 
kindness and willing-
ness to help anyone. 

Surviving are his 
son, Shawn Dalton of 
Paducah; a brother, 
Bill Dalton of Green-
field, Ind.; a nephew, 
Sawyer Dalton; a 

niece, Piper Dalton; 
uncles Steve Conger 
and Ricky Conger; and 
aunts Judy Conger 
and Linda Watson. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
John Edward and 
Nancy Jane Dalton. 

Graveside services 
were Saturday, Sept. 
10, 2022 at Whites 
Chapel Cemetery. 

Paid obituary 

Gregg 
Lloyd Eugene Gregg, 

Sr., 69, died, Sat-
urday, Sept. 10, 2022, 
at his 
home in 
Salem. 

He en-
joyed old 
Westerns, 
especially 
G u n s -
moke, The 
Rif leman, 
B o n a n z a 
and loved John Wayne. 
He liked to ride his 
Harley motorcycle and 
shoot pool. He was a 
machine operator and 
mechanic. 

Surviving are the 
love of his life, Nadine 
Bennett, two sons, Du-
Wayne (Christine) 
Gregg of Salem and 
Lloyd Gregg Jr. of Kan-

sas City Mo.; two 
daughters, Amanda 
(Todd) Crabb of New-
burnside, Ill., and 
Lena Lindsey of Bun-
combe, Ill.; two sisters, 
Carolyn (Rick) Gannon 
of Smithland and Jea-
nette Helton of Padu-
cah; a brother, Delbert 
(Michelle) Baldwin of 
Wannensburg, Mo.; 22 
grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents 
Carl E. and Blanche L. 
(Crabtree) Gregg; a 
sister, Mary Lee; three 
brothers, Carl, Wayne 
and Chuck; and a 
granddaughter, Eastyn 
Roberts. 

Funeral services are 
1 p.m., Thursday, 
Sept. 15 in the chapel 
of Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation 
Services. 

Friends may visit 
with the family from 11 
a.m., until the time of 
service at Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and 
Cremation Services in 
Salem. 

Winters 
Herbert Oliver 

Winters, 93, of Marion, 
died Friday, Sept. 9, 
2022 at Crittenden 
Health and Rehab.  He 

was a member of Sul-
phur Springs Baptist 
Church. 

Surviving are three 
sons, Gary Winters of 
Hopkinsville, Bobby 
Winters of Lyon County 
and Donnie Winters of 
Marion; and several 
grand and great-grand-
children. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Anna 
Carzella Winters; a 
son, David Winters; 
parents, R.W. and 
Pearl Winters; and 12 
brothers and sisters. 

Services were at 2 
p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 
14 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home with burial in 
Mexico Cemetery.   

Bond 
Betty Dell Bond, 84, 

of Marion,  
died Sun-
day, Sept. 
4, 2022 at 
B a p t i s t 
Health Pa-
ducah. 

Prior to 
her retire-
m e n t , 
Bond worked at Moore 
Business Forms. 

Surviving are her 
husband, Carlos Bond; 
a sister, Shirley (Doyle) 
Fritts of Owensboro; a 
niece, Debbie (Steve) 

Harper of Owensboro; 
and two nephews, 
Chayse Brown of Oak 
Hill, W.Va., and Mi-
chael Brown of Hohen-
wald, Tenn. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Roy Ashley and Lennie 
Marie Hunt Brown; and 
two brothers, William 
Tildon Brown and Roy 
Joseph Brown. 

Graveside services 
were Friday, Sept. 9,   
at Mapleview Cemetery 
with Bro. Carl Brantley 
officiating. 
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STAFF REPORT 
A $10,000 grant 

written by the Pennyrile 
Area Development Dis-
trict on behalf of the Crit-
tenden County Chamber 
would help identify local 
gaps in existing retail 
businesses. 

Referred to as a “Retail 
Academy,” the grant con-
sists of a needs assess-
ment of the community’s 
current businesses and 
would identify services 
that do not exist here. It 
would identify services 
that are needed but do 
not exist in Crittenden 
County. 

The Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
during its meeting Tues-

day morning, discussed 
the pros and cons of ac-
cepting the grant and 
formed a committee to 
further investigate the 
benefits of the Retail 
Academy. A few Chamber 
members will participate 
in a webinar Thursday, 
Sept. 15 to learn more 
about the program. 

The needs assessment 
conducted through the 
Retail Academy looks at 
current businesses, and 
ultimately would rec-
ommend retail devel-
opment beneficial to the 
community.  

Chamber member 
Chris Cook said the find-
ings of the needs assess-
ment will show existing 
businesses how they can 
expand or improve their 
current services. 

“They help you identify 
and develop local busi-
ness branding strategies 

and will help figure out 
what retail gaps there are 
in the community,” Cook 
said. He went on to ex-
plain that the assess-
ment team helps local 
businesses identify ad-
ditional services needed 
in the community. The 
assessment team also 
has the ability to use his-
torical debit and credit 
card activity to track 
what people are buying 
here as well as identify 
“leakage,” or business 
the community is losing 
to nearby cities. 

There is no cost to the 
Chamber during the first 
year of the grant. There 
would be a cost for a sec-
ond- or third-year par-
ticipation in the program. 

Five Kentucky cities, 
including Princeton, re-
ceived the Retail 
Academy grant. 

The Chamber hopes to 

make a decision in the 
coming months whether 
to accept the grant and 
move forward with the 
Retail Academy. 

 

Chamber lands $10k grant 
Retail Academy 
would ID retail 
business needs

Like every month, 
there are numerous 
agencies and organiza-
tions celebrating their 
annual awareness cam-
paigns during the month 
of September. 

Below is a list, includ-
ing agencies and web ad-
dresses for organizations 
promoting their causes 
this month: 

•Arthritis Awareness 
Month, the Arthritis Soci-
ety in Canada 
www.arthritis.ca. 

•Children's Eye Health 
and Safety Month, Pre-
vent Blindness America, 
www.preventblindness.org. 

•Gynecologic Cancer 
Awareness Month, Foun-
dation For Women's 
Cancer, www.foundation-
forwomenscancer.org. 

•Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Awareness 
Month, Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society (LLS), 
givenow.lls.org. 

•Muscular Dystrophy 

Month in Canada, 
www.muscle.ca. 

•National Alcohol and 
Drug Addiction Recovery 
Month, www.recovery-
month.gov. 

•National Cholesterol 
Education Month, Na-
tional Heart Lung and 
Blood Institute, 
www.nhlbi.nih.gov. 

•Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month in Ca-

nada, www.ovarianca-
nada.org.  

•Reye's Syndrome 
Awareness Month, Na-
tional Reye's Syndrome 
Foundation, www.reyes-
syndrome.org.  

•Sickle Cell Disease 
Awareness Month, Sickle 
Cell Society, www.sick-
lecellsociety.org. 

Agencies promote disease 
awarenes during September
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Crittenden Circuit
Judge Rene Williams
rendered dispositions on
the following cases last
Thursday in Marion.
•Mark Adamson, 57, of

Marion pleaded guilty in
two separate felony
cases. He was sentenced
to three years for first-de-
gree possession of a con-
trolled substance, 12
months for second-de-
gree wanton endanger-
ment and 12 months for
possession of drug para-
phernalia in a 2020 case
that involved a domestic

dispute with a woman.
He was charged in June
of this year with another
felony for giving false in-
formation on a Federal
Firearms Application
when he purchased a
gun at a local pawn shop.
In that case, Adamson
pleaded guilty and was
given a one-year prison
sentence. Probation was
denied in both cases, and
all prison time will run
concurrently. 
•Kari Rose, 31, of Mar-

ion had her probation re-
voked for absconding

from court-ordered in-
house treatment center.
She was ordered to com-
plete the balance of her
prison sentence, but
should be eligible for pa-
role in about four
months, according to
court testimony.
•Larry Edwards, 31, of

Benton pleaded guilty in
a Rocket Docket case to
felony drug charges and
various other misde-
meanors. He was
awarded pre-trail diver-
sion on a felony charge of
first-degree possession of

methamphetamine and
misdemeanor possession
of drug paraphernalia.
The three-year sentence
was diverted for five
years. Edwards was ar-
rested on Aug. 17 after
Sheriff’s Deputy Chuck
Hoover conducted a traf-
fic stop at the intersec-
tion of Mott City Road
and US 641 on a car Ed-
wards was driving. The
vehicle had an invalid
registration plate. Ed-
wards was additionally
charged for not having a
valid driver’s license, fail-
ure to have automobile
insurance and obscuring
lettering or decal of a li-
cense plate among other
traffic violations and mis-
demeanors. He was fined
or given probated jail
time on those lesser
charges. 
•Steven D. Smith Jr.,

36, of Madisonville en-
tered an Alford Plea to an
amended charge of sec-
ond-degree possession of
a forged instrument and
theft by unlawful taking.

He was charged for hav-
ing used a fake $20 bill
during a transaction at a
Marion business and ac-
cepting change for the
purchase. He was sen-
tenced to four years on
the counterfeiting charge
and 30 days for theft.
The time will run concur-
rent to another convic-
tion in Lyon County.
•Harlin Ray Brantley,

51, of Marion pleaded
guilty and was given pre-
trial diversion on a felony
charge of first-degree
possession of a con-
trolled substance
(methamphetamine) and
misdemeanor charges of
possession of marijuana,
possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession
of a defaced firearm. The
diversion will be for five
years on a three-year
prison sentence. Court
records indicate that
Brantley was charged in
April following a distur-
bance at a home on Cave
Springs Road. When offi-
cers arrived, they found

drugs, paraphernalia
and a shotgun with a
barrel cut off to 14
inches. He was also sen-
tenced to three years in
prison on a case  from
Webster County for driv-
ing on a suspended li-
cense and possession of
a controlled substance. 
•Jason Miller, 43, of

Marion, pleaded guilty to
felony first-degree traf-
ficking in a controlled
substance, less than 2
grams, first offense and
first-degree trafficking in
a controlled substance,
less than 10 doses opi-
ates, first offense. Court
records indicate that
Miller sold $100 of meth
and two Lortabs for $20
to a cooperating witness
on May 20 in the parking
lot of the Dollar General
Store on Sturgis Road.
He was sentenced to one
year on each offense with
the time to run concur-
rent. Probation was op-
posed so he was ordered
to begin serving the sen-
tence. 
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PRESIDENT OF THE
CRITTENDEN COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SHANNA 
WEST
Shanna West, one of

the owners of H&H Home
and Hardware, has been
instrumental in various
community organizations
over the last few years.
She was earlier this year
named president of the
Chamber of Commerce, re-
placing Wynne Wallace,
who West credits with
bringing the Chamber
through the pandemic and
orchestrating its great post-
pandemic comeback. West
also points to the leader-
ship of Vice President
Shelly Davidson. They are
both passionate and great,
she said. 
The Chamber had

struggled for a time, taking
a brief hiatus before reor-
ganizing its leadership and
restating its mission to the
community last year.

Q: Who are officers
and leaders in the Cham-
ber of Commerce?

A: OFFICERS
Shanna West, president                             
Shelly Davidson, vice pres-
ident              
Kelsey Berry, treasurer                              
Adam Ledford, city admin-
istrator
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Charlie Day                                                        
Wynne Wallace                                                
Kayla Davis                                                         
Staci Blackburn                                                
Steve Watson

Q: What are some up-
coming events planned by
the Chamber?.

A: In my Chamber ca-
pacity, I’ll be participating in
a program called Retail
Academy hosted by Pen-
nyrile Area Development
District, which is aimed at
identifying opportunity in
our community. It sounds
like an amazing opportunity
and I’m excited to be part
of that. 
We decided that al-

though the Pumpkin Festi-
val was fun, it did not meet
the objectives of the Cham-
ber; which is to promote
and advocate for our mem-
bers. And, unfortunately,
our members did not see
enough benefit from the
Chamber hosting to justify
continuing to put our re-
sources toward that. We
sincerely hope another or-
ganization will pick that up
or transform a fall festival
of some kind into some-
thing else. 
Instead, the Chamber is

so excited to be working on
the first ever Christmas
festival; a weekend-long
exciting and magical festi-
val that physically brings
families directly to the
doors of our in-town mem-
bers’ businesses to eat,
shop and visit. We are
tremendously excited
about this and believe that
our efforts on this event are
much more beneficial to
our members. I’m a little
hesitant to share any more
of our plans with that be-
cause things are still very
fluid as we get all that

worked out.
The after-hours event at

Edward Jones and mu-
seum tour earlier this week
was the first in a series of
After Hours Networking
Events that we will be
working with various mem-
bers. In a small town where
we all know each other, we
forget the importance of
networking. Do we really
know each other profes-
sionally? Do we take the
time to invest in learning
what our business and pro-
fessional friends do to find
out if we can be mutually
beneficial to each other?
It’s all about strengthening
our local bonds and it’s an
incredibly important initia-
tive to help strengthen the
foundation we have locally.
We have the quarterly

Leadership Breakfast ap-
proaching. The breakfast
has made an incredibly
strong and very exciting
post-pandemic comeback.
During the breakfast we
see leaders and teams
from so many local and
area businesses come to-
gether to take part in lifting
up our community and
demonstrating what it
means to be a leader in-
side and outside of their
profession. Since its come-
back, the speakers have
been local folks telling sto-
ries of how they came to
be in business, how they
lead inside this community
and relating local expertise
to fire up the motivation in
the room and spark pro-
ductive ideas and conver-
sation that continue outside
of the breakfast. I have to
give huge credit to Wynne
Wallace and the Chamber
team under her presidency
for bringing the breakfast
back with such a powerful
force. I was blessed by her
asking me to speak at a
previous breakfast and it
was amazing how moving
that experience was. I
hope to be able to help
continue that same mo-
mentum.
Small Business Satur-

day – The Chamber has
done a fabulous job in
years past to promote this
event and I know without
doubt that this will continue
to be an important event in
our retail and food service
community.
Looking to 2023, we’re

still working on our sched-
ule. I hope to see that we
provide even more re-
sources to our members to
help them help their re-
spective businesses. We
would love to see regular
seminars, training ses-
sions, informational ses-
sions, webinars possibly
that pertain to business
practices, social and public
relations, strategic planning
and more. We want to con-
tinue to build a Chamber
that is such an important
resource to its members

that membership grows ex-
ponentially; the more mem-
bers we have, the more
resources we have avail-
able, the stronger we can
promote and advocate.

Q: What is the Cham-
ber’s primary focus and
mission in the community?

A: The most basic
mission for our Chamber is
to promote and advocate
for our members. A number
of our members are locally
owned and operated busi-
nesses and we know the
small business is the heart
and guide for all other busi-
ness in all of America, not
to mention small towns like
ours. We also have mem-
bers who employ and rep-
resent many local families
and family members; that’s
a huge portion of our popu-
lation that depends on their
success as a business. 
When we talk about the

meaning of “promoting and
advocating” I believe that
entails everything from en-
couraging to education and
everything in between. The
Chamber should be the
central resource for our
business community, the
breeding ground for ideas
and development, a place
where our members can
openly discuss, respectfully
debate and look for growth
opportunities. As we move
forward I hope to help fos-
ter a stronger atmosphere
of participation and net-
working amongst our mem-
bers; that whole “Iron
sharpens iron” saying is
most relevant there.   

Q: How many mem-
bers are on the Chamber
of Commerce rolls?

A: We’ve just added a
few more new members so
we have about 65 right
now.

Q: How does a busi-
ness or individuals join the
Chamber of Commerce?

A: Contact any Cham-
ber officer or director to get
an application, contact us
through our Facebook
page, or contact me di-
rectly at H&H either by
email at shanna.hhsup-
ply@outlook.com or by
phone at 270.704.9264. 
Personally, I just hope

to bring value to the table.
Whether that be knowl-
edge, direction, encourage-
ment, leadership...
whatever capacity is most
beneficial to the Chamber.
That’s what I hope be able
to add. As a business
owner, I most definitely
want to see success here
but, personally, I want
everyone to see success
here. I want Marion to be
where my kids and your
kids want to open their own
business and raise their
own families. We have a
phenomenal atmosphere
brewing here for success
for our entire business
community. Individually, we
have so many successes
here. The Chamber hopes
to provide the scenario in
which those individual suc-
cesses can be boosted into
combined success for our
entire community where
the benefits rain back down
for generations to come.

Six cases finalized in Crittenden Circuit Court



Fall into arts planned
at fohs hall Sat., Sept. 24

Arts exhibits, vendors and demon-
strations will showcase the talents of
local and area residents during a Fall
Into the Arts Festival at Fohs Hall all
day Saturday, Sept. 24.

Organizers say the event pairs per-
fectly with historic Fohs Hall, which
is a community centerpiece for cul-
tural events.

CAF member Lexie Millikan said
booth space is available for rent for
individuals who wish to sell their
products. However, demonstrations
of dance or artistic performances are
also being sought. Booth rental is
$20, and artists must furnish their
own tables and any other items
needed for display. 

The event’s framework is similar to
Christmas in Marion, a longtime hol-
iday event once held in Marion and
coordinated by the Crittenden
County Homemakers.

Only handmade products will be
accepted for Fall Into the Arts.

Millikan is excited to bring her ex-
perience coordinating this type of
event to Marion, where she has
resided since 2018.

As director of the Yeiser Art Center
in Paducah, Millikan is director of the
Lower Town Art and Music Festival in
Paducah, which attracted 10,000 vis-
itors in May. The pre-covid Lower
Town festival attracted double the
crowd.

“Fall Into the Arts is a celebration of
the arts,” said Millikan, a Marion res-
ident. “We hope all kinds of mediums
will be represented and people can
come and learn and see demonstra-
tions and try things out, shop with
vendors, and see performances.

“I hope we can create something
here in Marion that people look for-
ward to, we hope families will come
and enjoy art, celebrate and learn
what it’s all about,” Millikan said.

For a vendor application, email lex-
iemillikan@gmail.com.

Craft joins race for ky gov
Former United Nations Ambassador

Kelly Craft has announced her cam-
paign for Kentucky governor. She
joins a crowded spring of 2023 GOP
primary where the winner will chal-
lenge Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear.

Craft quickly landed a key endorse-
ment from Republican U.S. Rep.
James Comer, who represents a con-

servative district mostly in western
Kentucky. Other Republican candi-
dates for governor include Ken-
tucky’s attorney general Daniel
Camron, state Auditor Mike Harmon,
state Rep. Savannah Maddox and re-
tired attorney Eric Deters.  

Craft was born in Lexington, but
grew up on her family's farm near
Glasgow.

Paducah building outdoor
sports complex near mall

A joint project between the City of
Paducah and McCracken County gov-
ernments will create an outdoor
sports complex that will be built on
property at Stuart Nelson Park and
Bluegrass Downs, the former horse
racing facility.

Leaders there say it will take about
two years to design and build the fa-
cility which will include eight lighted
baseball and softball fields, six full-
size soccer fields, all with synthetic
surfaces, and will incorporate the
Bluegrass Downs grandstand. Cost to
build it is estimated at $12.5 million,
which will be paid for from a motel
tax. Part of the project is being
funded from other sources, including
pandemic relief money.

4-H hosting horse program
A Crittenden County 4-H horse

program will be held Monday, Sept.
19 at the Crittenden County Fair-
grounds.

The program teaches life-long
skills on and off the horse and pres-
ents opportunities for youth to com-
pete in horse shows and
skill-a-thons. Parents are urged to
remain on premises. Registration
forms are required. This activity is
for youth ages 9-18. For more infor-
mation, call (270) 965-5236.

Forestry day next month
at LBL’s nature station

A 4-H Forestry Field Day will be
held Oct. 6 at the Woodlands Nature
Station in Land Between the Lakes,
located at 3156 Silver Trail Rd.,
Cadiz. 

The event is designed for junior
and senior 4-Hers age 9-18. 

During the event, which begins at 9
a.m., and continues until 1 p.m., 4-
Hers will be taught and tested in the
basics of the following:

•Tree identification
•Tree measurement
•Use of compass
•Measuring distances by pacing.
The cost is $3 per participant. Call

the Crittenden County Extension
Service at (270) 965-5236 to regis-
ter. Sack lunches are requested of
participants, as well as sturdy shoes.

corn crop down in kentucky
Based on Sept. 1 crop conditions, a

recent USDA report indicates Ken-
tucky’s corn production is expected
to be down 28 percent from last
year, and soybeans 2 percent lower.

“The high temperatures and
drought in June and July took a toll
on crops, corn more than soybeans”,
said David Knopf, director of the
NASS Eastern Mountain Regional Of-
fice in Kentucky. “It will be the small-
est corn crop since 2012, which is
due to a combination of

fewer acres along with a lower yield.
Forecast soybean yield is down from
last year, but is expected to be above
the five-year average.”

The U.S. corn production is forecast
at 13.9 billion bushels, down 3%
from the August forecast and down
8% from last year's record produc-
tion. Based on conditions as of Sept.
1, yields are expected to average
172.5 bushels per acre, down 2.9
bushels from last month.

Soybean production for Kentucky is
forecast  to be down 2% from 2021.

10 YEARS AGO
September 20, 2012
n A concerted effort be-
tween the Crittenden
County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, the City
of Marion, county govern-
ment and a local property
owner set the stage for In-
vensys Rail to create 50
more jobs in Marion. These
jobs had originally been
slated to go to Lyon County
but were now expected to
be allocated here. 
n Consumers raved about
the smoked drumsticks
sold on Main Street by the
County Chamber of Com-
merce. Chamber directors
Shannon Lain and Tammy
Wallace were among the
group who sold turkey leg
lunches to help raise
money to offset the costs
of the Pumpkin Festival. 
n The Crittenden County
Coalition for a Drug-Free
Community accepted a
certificate from Amy An-
drews of the Kentucky
Agency for Substance
Abuse Policy. Coalition
representatives included:
Jan Gregory, Caroline Kief-
fer, Brandi Rodgers, Amy
Andrews, Ginger Boone,
Cheryl Burks, Virginia Old-
ham and Renee Sizemore.  
n Crittenden County Rock-
ets’ third and fourth-grade
football team beat Caldwell
42-6. In the takedown,
Gabe Mott scored four
touchdowns and Xander
Tabor and Dalton Wood
added one apiece. Caden
McCalister and Tabor also
rushed for conversions.
Tyler Boone added 7 de-
fensive tackles to secure
the win. 

25 YEARS AGO
September 25, 1997
n Dycusburg resident
Wayne Wallace sought
guidance from local offi-
cials about his property
sliding into the Cumberland
River. Since Wallace
bought the home, the bank
of the river had drawn 40
yards closer. Local officials
hoped to amend a U.S
Corps of Engineers plan to
stabilize the riverbank near
Wallace’s home. 
n Opal Travis met her
long-lost brother after 45
long years. After several
failed attempts to find her
brother, she finally sought
the help of the Adoption

Reunion Registry in
Nicholasville which was
able to locate Howard
Wayne Rushing. Rushing
assumed the name of Greg
Crawford when he was
adopted and the two were
finally reunited for the first
time since birth, which
closed the book on Travis’
four-year search for her
sibling. 
n Marion resident Greg
Rushing caught a 45-
pound, 42-inch catfish with
a chicken liver while fishing
the Lower Cumberland
River near Dycusburg. 
n Coach Al Starnes had
more than just one dis-
agreement with the officials
during the Class A football
non-district matchup with
previously unbeaten Bal-
lard Memorial. The game
had high stakes as Ballard
Memorial and Crittenden
County were the last two
undefeated teams in west-
ern Kentucky. The Rockets
were able to keep the
record intact by beating
Ballard Memorial 13-7 on
the road. 

50 YEARS AGO
September 21, 1972
n The Kentucky Crop and
Livestock Reporting Serv-
ice in Louisville announced
that the weather during Au-
gust was favorable for crop
development. The nice
weather forecasted the
state soybean crop to set a
new record. The soybean
production in Kentucky was

projected at a record
27,753,000 bushels, 27
percent above last year. 
n The Crittenden County
Rockets’ cross-country
team won its first cross-
country meet of the season
as they edged Trigg
County 28-29.  James
Willoughby took first place
honors covering the course
in 9:18. Others who placed
for Crittenden were: third-
Larry Tinsley, fifth- Gary
Tinsley, seventh- Joe Hall
and twelfth- David Tharp. 
n Victor “Pippi” Hardin was
attacked by a wild fox.
Hardin used his .22 auto-
matic to shoot the fox in
the shoulder, sending him
back, however, the fox
came at Hardin again. This
time, Hardin’s gun was
jammed. Luckily, he was
carrying a .22 pistol and
was able to fire two more
shots into the animal. 
n The Woman’s Club held
its 52nd Anniversary
Luncheon. The president,
Mrs. Paul Mick, welcomed
members and guests while
Mrs. Gerald Kinnin sang
“People Who Need People”
accompanied by Mrs. J.B
Wiggins. 
n Ray Rich, assistant bas-
ketball coach at Middle
Tennessee State Univer-
sity, commended the Crit-
tenden County football
team and coaching staff for
their conduct while attend-
ing football camp at the
university.

For more local history
read Brenda Underdown’s
Blog Forgotten Passages
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QUEEN
Continued from page 1
abeth II’s father) specifi-
cally adopted Windsor,
not only as the name of
the ‘House’ but also as
the surname of his fam-
ily, due to the negative
associations with Ger-
many after the war. 
The Royal name was

confirmed by the Queen
at her accession in 1952;
and in 1960 the Queen
and Duke of Endinburg
decided they would like
their own direct descen-
dants to be distinguished
from the rest of the Royal
Family, as Windsor is the
surname used by all the
male and unmarried fe-
male descendants of
George V. 
Her husband, Lt.

Phillip Mountbatten was
born Prince Phillip of
Greece and Denmark but
after their marriage on
Nov. 20, 1947 he re-
nounced those titles and
became a British subject
known as the Duke of
Edinburg. 
The Queen was the

head of state over 15 gov-
ernments and 36 com-

monwealth governments
as a figurehead, whose
net worth is estimated to
be $500 million. All of the
Queen’s expenses – and
those of her extended
family – have been paid
by taxpayers. Now after
her passing, most of her
personal estate will be in-
herited by newly crowned
King Charles, according
to Forbes. 
Many generations have

never known a different
head of state. The Queen
celebrated her Platinum
Jubilee in May, recogniz-
ing 70 years on the
throne. 
Her passing triggers a

period of national
mourning in the United
Kingdom with 18 days of
a carefully choreo-
graphed schedule of
events which has been
planned by Buckingham
Palace for decades. How-
ever originally in those
plans, it was only to be
12 days of mourning, but
her son, now King
Charles III, released a
statement the day after
her death requesting an
extension with the period
to last seven days after
her funeral which will

take place on Monday,
Sept. 19.
In case you’re wonder-

ing why we in the United
States don’t recognize
the British Monarchy as
the head of state, remem-
ber at one time we did –
before the 13 Colonies
won their independence
from the United Kingdom
in 1776 after fighting the
American Revolutionary
War. Even so, President
Joe Biden ordered Amer-
ican flags lowered to half
staff as “a mark of re-
spect for the memory of
the Queen.” 
Here is a little history

on why I’m so interested
in the Queen. It was Feb.
6, 1952, the day my
grandmother gave birth
to her first son, Douglas.
And while we do not have
any kind of royal blood, it
was coincidentally one of
the most historical days
in history across the
pond, as Queen Eliza-
beth II was first crowned.
Yes, that’s right, my

uncle Doug was born on
the same day that she
took over the throne all
those years ago. Gosh
he’s old.

FOHS
Continued from page 1
House more than 20
years ago, and now it’s
helping fund its removal
to make way for new de-
velopment. Schumann
and others had hoped to
refurbish and repurpose
the old home. They
raised a substantial
amount of money,
formed the non-profit
Crittenden County To-
morrow and bought the
old hospital. Yet after fur-

ther exploration, the
group eventually deter-
mined that repair of the
home was beyond its fi-
nancial means. It sold
the property to local con-
tractor Ric Carder, who
had kept it until Fohs
Hall closed the real estate
deal last week.
Stout said the project

to expand the footprint of
Fohs Hall begins with the
acquisition of the two
properties across North
Walker Street from the
civic building. Fohs Hall

leaders say they have
enough money to tear
down the Hayward
House, but will need fur-
ther financial resources
to develop the property
for community activities
and parking. Fohs Hall
was built in 1926 and
given to the community
by benefactor Julius
Fohs. Stout said plans
are to have the new area
fully developed by the
100-year anniversary of
Fohs Hall, which will be
in four years.



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, �ursday, September 15, 2022 5

Religion The Crittenden Press CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

All talk is not a good 
thing. What is worse is 
talking in one direction 
while acting in another. 
It is deceptive 
and manipu-
lative. It is one 
thing to do it to 
gain an advan-
tage in sports 
– as in the at-
tempt to draw 
a defensive 
team offside to 
gain a free first 
down. It is an-
other matter 
entirely to do 
so in family or 
work life. It is 
unhealthy at 
best and usu-
ally leads to 
broken trust in 
relationships. 
We call this hy-
pocrisy.

Before I write anything 
else, I want to make it 
clear that I believe that 
God hears any prayer 
of a repentant heart, re-
gardless of previous ac-
tions. Direction is more 
important than location. 
But his hearing is not a 
license to use prayer to 
bail us out of the messes 
of an undisciplined spir-
itual life. I will go with 
Paul writing to the Ro-
mans, “Are we to contin-
ue in sin that grace may 
abound?” (Rom. 6:1). He 
was writing about law 
and grace and baptism, 
but I think the question 
applies to life and prayer 
as well.

What a Christian looks 
like has changed over the 
years. Preachers are just 
as likely to wear a t-shirt 
or hoodie with jeans and 
sit on a stool as they are 
to stand behind a podi-
um and wear a tie and 
jacket. Hairstyles and 
clothing, along with ac-
ceptance of tattoos and 
piercings have made the 
instruction to dress mod-
estly (as in not stand out) 
challenging for many.

However, what a Chris-
tian looks like regarding 
words and action have 
not changed. Matching 
words and action have 
always been part of what 
it means to be faithful to 
God and people. I agree 
that God can take peo-
ple from any place and 
pull them into his king-
dom. But once there, it 
is important to take on 
the characteristics of the 
king. This might require 
some reflection on out-
ward appearance, but it 

absolutely does require 
reflection on spiritual 
disciplines.

It should be clear that 
prayer is avail-
able to us any-
where, any-
time. However, 
to fit prayer 
in during the 
lulls in our 
day (which is 
a good thing) 
cannot replace 
time set aside 
for prayer. In 
the Gospels, 
Jesus would 
spend time 
teaching and 
healing, then 
he would go 
away to a quiet 
place to pray. 
Action and 
prayer were in-

separable for Jesus. 
The focus of Jesus’ 

prayers was to keep him 
centered on what is im-
portant: God’s holiness 
and will, God’s kingdom 
on earth, the source of 
our sustenance, being 
forgiving in order to be 
forgiven, and guidance. 
When asked by his dis-
ciples how to pray he re-
sponded with what Chris-
tians call, “the Lord’s 
Prayer.” It has nothing 
to do with material gain, 
but everything about it 
affects our physical exis-
tence in a world losing its 
mind to be “seen.”

In both Luke and Mat-
thew the prayer is fol-
lowed by, “Ask, and it 
will be given to you. Seek, 
and you will find.µ �It is 
in the next chapter in 
Matthew). How we pray, 
or not, and what we do 
cannot be separated. The 
spiritual and physical are 
linked so tightly that to 
anyone paying attention 
we cannot hide the truth 
of our prayer life.

The Bible praises 
those whose actions 
and prayers match. In 
the story of Cornelius in 
Acts 10 we read of his 
actions before we read 
that he prayed. Action 
preceded prayer. The 
ancient Christian writer 
and bishop, Cyprian of 
Carthage wrote, “More-
over, those who pray 
should not come to God 
with fruitless or naked 
prayers. Petition is in-
effectual when it is a 
barren entreaty that be-
seeches God...Thus Holy 
Scripture instructs us, 
saying, ‘Prayer is good 
with fasting and almsgiv-

ing.’...Thus for instance, 
Cornelius the centuri-
on, when he prayed had 
a claim to be heard. For 
he was in the habit of 
doing many alms-deeds 
towards the people, and 
of every praying to God. 
[That’s why] and angel...
said, ‘Cornelius, your 
prayers and gifts to the 
poor have come up as 
a memorial offering to 
God.” Cyprian, Trea-
tise 4, On the Lord’s 
Prayer:32).

One gets the impres-
sion that most of our 
prayer life is hidden from 
view of most people. It 
was Jesus’ instruction in 
the Sermon on the Mount 
to not pray in order to be 
seen by people but to, “go 
into your room and shut 
the door and pray.” (Mt. 
6:6).

In Luke 18:9-14, a 
Pharisee is doing what 
Jesus said not to do and 
thanking God he was not 
like other people, and a 
tax-collector “standing 
far off” who prayed, “God, 
be merciful to me a sin-
ner!” It is the prayer of 
the tax-collector that has 
survived the centuries 
and come to us as the 
“Jesus prayer.” 

“Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of the Living God, 
have mercy on me a sin-
ner.” That prayer will af-
fect our actions.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Prayer and action n The Crittenden Coun-
ty High School SBDM will 
meet at 3:30 p.m., Thurs-
day, Sept. 15 in the library.

n Happy, healthy, harvet 
will be from 5-7:30 p.m., 
Friday, Sept. 30 at Living-
ston Central High School, 
705 U.S. Hwy. 60 West, 
Smithland. There will be a 
free community hay ride 
and chili supper, bonfire 
and s’more’s kits, hot choc-

olate stand, fun family pho-
tos, face painting, cookie 
decorating, visit with a pet 
therapy team, explore vari-
ous therapy options and re-
sources, manage care rep-
resentatives, local health 
care tables, free fall festival 
games, lots of giveaways 
and door prizes, children’s 
book giveaways and group 
interest sign-ups.

n The VFW in Marion will 

be having Bingo starting at 
5 p.m. every Tuesday at 
412 N. College St., Marion.

n Marion Show and Shine 
will be Thursday, Sept. 22, 
weather permitting. Cars, 
trucks and motorcycles per-
mitted at Crittenden County 
Courthouse, 107 S. Main 
St., Marion. Sponsored by 
City of Marion Tourism. City 
of Marion Police Dept. au-
thorized.

Community Events & News

In Christ, one is never truly alone
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

Question: I’m divorced 
and my grown children 
have nothing to do with me. 
I have to go out of town a 
great deal with my job. I 
spend a lot of time in mo-
tel rooms. In those rooms, I 
feel so alone. Could faith in 
God take some of my loneli-
ness away?

Answer: Loneliness is 
a sad emotion. When a 
person is obligated to no 
one but himself, it is a sad 
existence, indeed. Make a 
change in your life by turn-
ing from your sins (repent-
ing) and by placing one’s 
faith in Christ and you will 
never be truly alone again. 

As a follower of Christ 
a person can experience 
God’s presence in his life 
through Christ’s righteous-
ness. That means one can 
come into His presence 
through prayer and feel 
closeness to Him. One can 
read His Word, the Bible, 
and hear God speaking to 
him. 

Also, at the moment a 
person becomes Christ’s 
follower, he is adopted into 
God’s family. “You received 
the Spirit of sonship. And by 

him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
The Spirit himself testifies 
with our spirit that we are 
God’s children” (Rom. 8:15-
16).  

Immediately seek out 
a church where Christ is 
preached. Attend regularly 

and get involved in its activ-
ities. You’ll meet many folks 
who will become a spiritual 
family to you. Then, no mat-
ter where you are, you can 
go to church and find fellow 
Christians who have the 
same heavenly Father as 
you. They are “brothers and 
sisters” in Christ one hasn’t 
met yet.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist



Tolu basketball become winners despite no gym
Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Before the fall of 1975 
when the three county 
schools and Marion El-
ementary had their 7th 
and 8th  grade students, 
a major highlight was the 
Junior High basketball 
tournaments each spring. 

What an exciting time 
this was for the players, 
coaches, students, par-
ents and friends that lived 
in each community.  There 
were the Tolu Hornets in 
green and white, the Fran-
ces Bulldogs in red and 
white, Mattoon Panthers 
in blue and gold and the 
Marion Terrors, wearing 
blue and white.

Using the archives of 
The Crittenden Press, let’s 
take a trip back to these 
exciting tournaments that 
featured the Tolu boys. 

I was one of 
the excited mem-
bers of the crowd 
that got to watch 
these two tour-
naments, they 
were so exciting 
and the compe-
tition was fierce.  
The loyalty and 
support of these 
communities to 
their children 
and school was a 
wonderful thing. 
I can still see the 
young players on 
the Crittenden 
County High gym 
floor playing their 
hearts out, the 
crowd on its feet 
cheering on their favor-
ite team.  It was Tolu for 
me, as both our children 
went to school there.  We 
were all a family – teach-
ers, students, parents and 
friends from the commu-
nity.  The late Daryl Sher-
er was a favorite to watch 
with those long shots that 
he made look so easy, and 
he seldom ever missed. He 
had us on our feet cheer-
ing many times during a 
game. 

–––
March 2, 1972 – Tolu 

Wins Tournament
For the students at Tolu, 

it was a dream come true. 
For the basketball players 
and coach it was a thrilling 
end to the most unusual 
season.

Tolu Elementary School 
won the Crittenden Coun-
ty Junior High basketball 
tournament last Thursday 
night in a dramatic come-
from-behind overtime vic-
tory over Marion.

But what makes the sto-
ry even more interesting is 
that Tolu is the only junior 
high in the county that 
does not have an indoor 
gym.

Success in tournaments 
after practicing on outdoor 
courts is not new at Tolu 
School. In 1931 a talented 
group of young men, stu-
dents at Tolu High School, 
traveled to the University 
of Kentucky to take on the 
best teams in the state.  
Tolu at that time had no 
hardwood court or warm 
surroundings to practice 
in.  They spent their prac-
tice time outside, shoot-
ing baskets in all kinds of 
weather.

When the boys came 
home from Lexington, they 
found themselves ranked 
second in the state, finish-
ing only one point behind 
the state champions.

–––
The 1972 Tolu team’s 

achievement may not have 
quite equaled the success 
story of the 1931 group, 
but to these sixth, seventh 
and eight graders, it was 
the happiest moment of 

their young lives.
Fire had destroyed the 

Tolu gym over a year ago, 
but failure to have the 

structure re-
built was not 
to hold back 
this eager 
group of boys. 
An asphalt 
court was pre-
pared and the 
boys soon be-
gan practicing 
despite wind, 
rain and cold 
temperatures.

All their 
work, under 
the direction of 
the late coach 
and principal 
Leonard Pyle, 
finally paid off 
in one of the 
most exciting 

games in the history of ju-
nior high action.  

 With the clock 
showing that time had ex-
pired and Tolu trailing by 
two points, 42-40, a Tolu 
eighth grader named Terry 
Sisco found himself at the 
free throw line with an op-
portunity to tie the game 
and force it into overtime.

 The first attempt 
bounced around the 
goal and finally dropped 
through, cutting the lead 
to one and it gave Sisco 
the bonus shot. This time 
he ripped the net and the 
game was extended, and 
the crowd exploded with 
excitement.

Excitement continued 
in the overtime, and Tolu 
managed to hold on for the 
47-46 victory. Daryl Sher-
er led Tolu with 28 points, 
Jimmy Hughes added 10 
and Sisco had 9.  Other 
members of the Tolu team 
were Mike Cook, Ricky 

Jepson, Russell Froge, 
David Tramel, Carrol 
Croft, Phil Enoch, Ron Ad-
ams, Gary Harris and Bill 
James.

Keith Cosby led the 
Marion scoring attack with 
16, followed by David Per-
ryman 7, Greg Morrill and 
Donnie Mills 6, Mike Hunt 
6, and David Thorp 5.  

–––
January 1974 - A Heart-

breaker of a Game.
Two years later, in Jan-

uary of 1974, with a new 
principal and coach Ralph 
Stalion (and still without 
a gymnasium to practice 
in), the Tolu Hornets were 
having a winning season 
with eight wins and no 
losses.  

January 31, 1974, Tolu 
came into the season 
tournament with 10 wins 
and no loses. We were all 
so excited, with a season 
like this, Tolu had a great 
chance to win the tourna-
ment and be undefeated 
for the season. 

Coach Ralph Stalion 
paced the sidelines giv-
ing his young team in-
structions and lots of en-
couragement.  Here’s the 
heartbreaking story for the 
Tolu team that night.

–––
Frances Elementary 

Wins.
The Frances Elementa-

ry School basketball team 
has won the 1974 County 
Junior High Basketball 
Tourney.  In the finals 
played at the high school 
on Jan. 31, Frances led in 
scoring by Fitzgerald with 
17 points and in rebound-
ing by Campbell with 14, 
edged previously unde-
feated Tolu 33 to 30.

According to Coach 
Hugh Highfil, whose team 

finished the season with 
a record of 8-5, “We just 
seemed to put it togeth-
er. Also, the boys wanted 
badly to win it for Poin-
dexeter.” (James How-
ard Poindexter, an eighth 
grade player on the team, 
was killed in an accident 
during the Christmas hol-
iday.) Other scoring for 
Frances included May-
nard, 14 and Hodges, 2. 
Tabor also played but did 
not score. 

For Ralph Stalion’s Tolu 
Hornets, which went into 
the championship game 
undefeated, the scoring 
was as follows: Ronnie 
Davidson 16, Jon Kelly 
12, and Ronnie Adams 2.  
Darrell Todd and Russell 
Froge played but did not 
score.  The loss left Tolu 
with a season record of 
10-1.

–––

Tolu’s Banquet
On March 22 of that 

year, Tolu Elementary 
School held a banquet to 
honor the school’s 1973-
74 basketball squad, 
cheerleaders and team 
managers. It was attend-
ed by approximately 100 
people.  Superintendent 
Edward Hickey presented 
the main address on the 

qualities that go into pro-
ducing a championship 
player and team.

Coach Stalion gave tro-
phies to the basketball 
mangers and team mem-
bers, including Darrell 
Todd, 100 percent award; 
Ronnie Davidson, most 
improved; and Jon Kelly, 
most valuable player.

Mrs. Anna Hayes Sher-
er, cheerleader sponsor, 
presented the following 
cheerleaders with a tro-
phy: A Team quad; Gail 
Croft, Tonya Travis, Bar-
bara Harris, Deborah 
McCarty and Tina Under-
down; and B Team squad: 
Pam Dale, Jackie Hocking, 
Kathy Carter and Sharon 
Davidson and mascot, 
Sharlott Stalion.

The students presented 
Mrs. Anna Hayes Sherer 
with a gift in appreciation 
of her devotion to the stu-
dents and the basketball 
boys gave their coach, Mr. 
Stalion, a plaque in honor 
of the 10-1 record.

–––
These were great times 

to remember and to be 
a part of. I hope it brings 
back good memories for 
others that were there 
also.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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The 1972 Tolu champs (from left) Coach Lenny Pyle, 
Gary Harris, Phil Enoch, Bill Adams, David Tramel and 
Ricky Jepsen, (back) Carroll Wayne Croft, Terry Sisco, 
John Kelly, Daryl Sherer, Jimmy Hughes and Mike Cook.

The Tolu boys are seen in 1974 (from left) Coach Ralph 
Stalion, Darrell Todd, Ronnie Davidson, Russell Forge, 
Jon Kelly, Ronnie Adams and Carroll Wayne Croft.

The 1974 Tolu cheerleaders (from left) Deborah McCarty, 
Barbara Harris, Anna Hayes Sherer, sponsor, Gail Croft, 
Tina Underdown, Tonya  Travis, Kathy Carter, Sharon Da-
vidson, Jackie Hocking, Pam Dale, and in front Sharlott 
Stalion, mascot.



yard sales
Huge, 4-family and partial 
estate sale, Thursday, Sept. 
15, Friday, Sept. 16 and 
Saturday, Sept. 17 from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. No early birds. 
Furniture, some antiques, 
dishes, household items, 
riding lawn mower, yard 
tools, doors & bathroom 
fixtures, clothes, lamps, 
tables and miscellaneous, 
too much to mention. Also 
selling a Corvette car, Har-
ley Davidson motorcycle 
and battery powered wheel-
chair. (1t-37-p)
Garage sale, Thursday, 
Sept. 15 and Friday, Sept. 
16, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at 1235 
SR 1077, house behind 
Harvest House Church. 
Outdoor glider chair, ladies 
scrubs, household items, 
smoker, grill and more. 
(1t-37-p)
September 16th (Friday) 
7:30 - 5:00 & September 
17th (Saturday) 7:30 - 
11:30; Johnetta Taylor 869 
Lola Road, Salem, KY;  like 
new brother printer/scanner/
fax, primitive decor, outside 
yard decorations,  assorted 
luggage, Thomas kinkade 
picture, girls bike, storage 
baskets with cabinet, lots 
of kitchen items, Christ-
mas tree and decorations, 
women and mens clothing, 
shoes for all,purses, Thir-
ty One bags,  new picture 
frames, toys, girls brand 
name clothing sizes 10 - 2 
junior, chapter books, old 
snapper mower, wood cab-
inet, antiques, lots of items 
brand new, TOO much to 
list, going to be a big one! 
Don’t want to miss! (1t-37-p)

employment
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  NEW!  SIGN-
ON BONUSES FOR MOST 
POSITIONS! Now offer-
ing a $15 minimum wage! 
MTC is an equal opportu-
nity employer-Minority/Fe-
male/Disabled/Veteran. To 
view current openings and 
qualifications and to apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com  “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (TFC-p)
LABORERS NEEDED IM-
MEDIATELY! Full-time local 
positions, 1st & 2nd shift po-
sitions available now!  Good 
starting wage $14 or more 
based on skill & experience. 
Must pass background & 
drug screen.  Apply at Lib-
erty Tire Recycling, 2071 
US 60 West, Marion KY 
or email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-3613. 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er.  (tfc)

services
S&S Home Improvement: 
Flooring, roofing, vinyl sid-
ing, pressure washing, tree 
trimming and cutting, paint-
ing, construction, plumb-
ing, general maintenance 
and much more. Free esti-
mates. Call (270) 704-1888. 
(2t-38-c) ks
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-44-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), The 
Sturgis News, The (Princ-
eton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more information, 
contact the classified de-
partment at (270) 965-3191 
or email us at advertising@
the-press.com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby given that 
on Sept. 7, 2022 Billy R. 
Peters of 507 N. Maple 
St., Marion, Ky. 42064 was 
appointed administrator 
of Joanna Peters Hamlet, 
deceased, whose address 
was 423 West Elm St., 
Marion, Ky. 42064. Reuben 
Glenn Walker, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
administrator before the 7th 
day of March, 2023 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately. 
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-37-c)

statewides
CABLE/UTILITIES

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. Call 
Now! 844-959-4732
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Watch your favorite live 
sports, news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months of 
HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included! 
Directv is #1 in Customer Sat-
isfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-866-292-5435
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! Free 
Installation! 160+ channels 
available. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertainment 
on TV!  855-695-7008
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-855-
633-4574
DIRECTV Stream - Carries 
the Most Local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-
6138

CAREER TRAINING
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Grants and 
Scholarships available for 
certain programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for details! 
866-476-1107 (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET). Computer with internet is 
required.
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! Become a Med-
ical Office Professional online 
at CTI! Get Trained, Certified & 
ready to work in months! Call 
866-617-0188. (M-F 8am-6pm 

ET). Computer with internet is 
required.

CELLULAR
Great new offer from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the 
new iPhone 12 mini for as 
low as $0 with trade in. While 
supplies last! CALL 1-877-328-
0440

CREDIT CARD DEBIT
Credit Card Debt Relief! Re-
duce payment by up to 50%! 
Get one LOW affordable pay-
ment/month. Reduce interest. 
Stop calls. FREE no-obligation 
consultation Call 855-761-
1456.
Credit Card Debt Relief! Re-
duce payment by up to 50%! 
Get one LOW affordable pay-
ment/month. Reduce interest. 
Stop calls.  FREE no-obliga-
tion consultation Call 855-672-
9454

EDUCATION/TRAINING
EARN YOUR HOSPITALITY 
DEGREE ONLINE!  Earn your 
Associates Degree ONLINE 
with CTI!  Great career ad-
vancement with the right cre-
dentials!  Learn who’s hiring!  
Call 855-610-1709. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Attention all homeowners in 
jeopardy of Foreclosure? We 
can help stop your home from 
foreclosures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is 
absolutely free. 1-855-685-
9465
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer - $500 Discount 
+ Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME with 
energy efficient new windows! 
They will increase your home’s 
value & decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! Call 
now to get your free, no-obliga-
tion quote. 833-442-1714
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call 1-866-574-9040.
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-888-302-4539

HOME SERVICES
Vivint. Smart security. Profes-
sionally installed. One con-
nected system for total peace 
of mind. FREE professional in-
stallation! Four FREE months 
of monitoring! Call now to 
customize your system. 1-888-
609-0373
Prepare for power outages to-
day with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-688-
8576
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and pow-
er your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-844-499-0041

IRS HELP
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, liens 
& audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 855-977-2847 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm)
Need IRS Relief? $10K - 
$125K+? Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness Call 1-866-533-
1701 Monday through Friday 
7AM-5PM PST

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-950-2448 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/ky-
press

MEDICAL
Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or ge-
neric 20 mg yellow pills. Get 
45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call 
Today 1-877-707-5657
Aloe Care Health, medical 
alert system. The most ad-
vanced medical alert product 
on the market. Voice-activat-
ed! No wi-fi needed! Special 
offer – call and mention offer 
code CARE20 to get $20 off 
Mobile Companion. Call today 
– 1-844-590-1282

MISCELLANEOUS
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 866-256-
1169
Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, 
no data caps, no throttling. 
Prices starting at $54.95. 

Plus, a $100 gift card when 
you make the switch.  Call 
1-833-974-4780
Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink To-
day 1-866-930-8254
HughesNet Satellite Internet 
–Call Today for speeds up to 
25mbps as low as $59.99/
mo! Finally, no hard data lim-
its! $75 gift card, terms apply. 
1-866-481-29844G 
4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when 
you travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-877-706-4439
ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS!! YOU CAN PROTECT 
YOUR APPLIANCES AND 
SYSTEMS. For just a little 
more than a $1.00/day. Call 
now for First month free, 
$75.00/off 1st year. 1-855-
536-7294
Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-844-959-4732

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 888-888-8888 
for Information. No Risk. No 
Money Out Of Pocket. 1-855-
635-9214
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-812-4393
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Kentucky
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Classi�eds The Crittenden Press The Press Online
CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Rocket Sports
THURSDAY
Golf vs Dawson Springs at Marion 
Soccer hosts Lyon County
Volleyball hosts Livingston Central
SATURDAY
Cross Country at St. Mary Invitational
MS football vs N.Marshall at Trojan Bowl
Jr Pro football hosts Webster County
MONDAY    
Girls Golf Regional at Paducah CC 
Soccer hosts Paducah Tilghman
TUESDAY
Boys Golf Regional at Paxton Park
Soccer hosts Webster County

FOOTBALL
MS Rockets beat S.Hopkins
Crittenden County Middle School beat
South Hopkins 16-0 Tuesday at Marion.
Eli Lovell and Ethan Sosh scored for
CCMS and Noah Byford had an inter-
ception to seal the game. Last week,
CCMS took one under the chin at Web-
ster County, losing the football game
60-8 to the Trojans. Crittenden’s only
score came on a long pass from Conner
Poindexter to Byford. The Rockets are
2-3 on the season.

GOLF
Upcoming Marion events
The Heritage Golf Course at Marion
Golf & Pool will host the annual First
United Bank 2-Person Tournament on
Sept. 24. The 18-hole event will begin at
10 a.m. Proceeds benefit the Crittenden
County High School golf team. 

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting op-
portunities currently in season or com-
ing up: 
Bullfrog                     May 21 - Oct. 31
Fall Squirrel             Aug. 20 - Nov. 11
Dove                         Sept. 1 - Oct. 26
Crow                          Sept. 1 - Nov. 7
Deer Archery            Sept. 3 - Jan. 16
Turkey Archery         Sept. 3 - Jan. 16
Canada Goose     Sept. 16 - Sept. 30
Deer Crossbow      Sept. 17 - Jan. 16
Wood ducks                   Sept. 17 - 21
Teal                                Sept. 17 - 25
Turkey Crossbow                 Oct. 1-16
Racoon Hunting         Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Deer Youth                             Oct. 8-9
Deer Muzzleloader             Oct. 15-16
Turkey Shotgun                 Oct. 22-28
Deer Gun                Nov. 12 - Nov. 27
Turkey Crossbow    Nov. 12 - Dec. 31
Fall Squirrel             Nov. 14 - Feb. 28
Racoon Trapping     Nov. 14 - Feb. 28
Quail, Rabbit           Nov. 14 - Feb. 10
Bobcat                     Nov. 19 - Feb. 28
Duck                         Nov 24 - Nov. 27
Canada Goose        Nov. 24 - Feb. 15
Dove                         Nov. 24 - Dec. 2
Turkey Shotgun                     Dec. 3-9
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Deer Muzz leloader            Dec. 10-18
Dove                        Dec. 24 - Jan. 15
Deer Free Youth        Dec. 31 - Jan. 1
Furbearers Free Youth Dec. 31- Jan. 6
Crow                          Jan. 4 - Feb. 28
Snow Goose         Feb. 16 - March 31
Coyote                             Year Round
Ground Hog                     Year Round

Turkey friend, Williams, dies
Jim Williams, 79, of Eddyville, died
Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2022. Williams
was a founding member of the National
Wild Turkey Federation Kentucky State
Chapter, where he received numerous
awards for his service with youth and
the Wounded Warrior Program. He was
instrumental in the NTWF Jakes pro-
grams in several area counties and
greatly involved in the preservation of
the wild turkey flock in Land Between
the Lakes.
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STAFF REPORT
Highlight this one in the history book,

Crittenden County officially declared its
independence from a long drought
against Caldwell County, winning a
gripping 21-13 football game at Prince-
ton Friday – the Rockets’ first there
since 2004.
It didn’t come easy, and it required a

stunning pivot to the offensive strategy
for Crittenden to capture its first win
over Caldwell in 13 tries.
“The steak is over. I love it,” declared

lineman Travis Blazina, who’d never
beaten Caldwell throughout his football
career dating back to little league.  
After encountering first-half difficul-

ties throwing the football, including two
interceptions – one returned for a
touchdown – the Rockets used an old-
fashioned approach to seal the deal
with stern defense and a strong run-
ning game down the stretch. After trail-
ing by a touchdown at the half,
Crittenden scored once in each of the
last two periods while blanking the
Tigers. Crittenden had allowed Tiger
running back Jamus Carneyhan to roll
up 108 yards by the half, but held him
to minus-9 after the break. He got most
of that first-half total on a 73-yard TD
run.
CCHS quarterback Micah Newcom,

whose team played behind the sticks
much of the first half due to 70 yards
in penalties, was sacked, called for ille-
gal grounding and flushed from the
pocket over and over by Caldwell’s
rush. Despite the challenges, he still
threw for 184 yards, all but 45 came in
the first half.
In the final two quarters, Crittenden

went almost exclusively to the ground
after its first series, which ended with
an interception in the end zone. The
Rockets had blown four trips inside the
25-yard line at that point, so out came
the handoffs. 
From there, Newcom rushed for 49

yards the second half and running
backs Gattin Travis, Levi Piper and Pre-
ston Morgeson each had 25 or more
yards as the Rockets scored two unan-
swered TDs.
Special teams were key as well. Crit-

tenden blocked an extra-point kick and

two punts, one of them set up the Rock-
ets’ first score.
Crittenden improved to 2-2 on the

season while Caldwell falls to 0-4. The
Rockets have a bye week this Friday
and coach Gaige Courtney hopes to use
that time off to get some of his injured
players healed before hosting a very
good Union County next week.

Crittenden County        7         0         7        7
Caldwell County           7         6         0        0
SCORING PLAYS
Critt-Micah Newcom 5 run (Preston Morgeson kick)
4:47, 1st
Cald-Jamus Carneyhan 73 run (Timothy Nichols
kick) 4:43, 2nd
Cald-Logan Chambliss 93 interception return (kick
blocked) 10:25, 2nd
Critt-Newcom 11 run (Morgeson kick) 6:09, 3rd
Critt-Newcom 2 run (Morgeson kick) 8:54, 4th
TEAM TOTALS
First Downs: Rockets 17, Tigers 13
Penalties: Rockets 10-90, Tigers 7-69
Rushing: Rockets 38-122, Tigers 24-108
Passing: Rockets 16-24-3, 184; Tigers 5-13-0, 69
Total Yards: Rockets 306, Tigers 177
Fumbles/Lost: Rockets 0-0, Tigers 1-1

INDIVDIUAL STATISTICS
Rushing
Rockets: Gattin Travis 8-34, Morgeson 2-25, Levi
Piper 3-11, Tyler Belt 2-6, Seth Guess 3-8, Sammy
Impastato 1-4, Newcom 18-37, Kaleb Nesbitt 1-(-3).
Tigers: Carneyhan 12-99, Luke Parker 11-12,
Cooper Mobley 1-(-3).
Passing
Rockets: Newcom 16-23-2,184; Seth Guess 0-1-1.
Tigers: Parker 5-13-0, 69.
Receiving
Rockets: Gabe Keller 4-50, Nesbitt 5-56, Morgeson
2-12, Travis 1-14, Casey Cates 2-28, T.Belt 1-20,
Case Gobin 1-4. Tigers: Xavier Bumphus 3-65, Car-
neyhan 1-(-6), Camden Woford 1-4.
Defense
Sammy Impastato 2 solos, TFL, fumble recovery,
blocked kick; Case Gobin 4 solos, 2 assists, 2
sacks; Kaleb Nesbitt 4 solos, 2 assists, TFL; Briley
Berry 4 solos, 3 assists, TFL, sack, blocked kick;
Preston Morgeson 3 solos, TFL, blocked kick; Seth
Guess 4 solos, 2 assists; Evan Belt assist; Gabe
Keller assist; Levi Piper solo, 2 assists; Gattin Travis
4 solos, 3 assists, TFL; Tyler Belt 2 solos, assist;
Keelyn Gobin solo, assist.
Players of the Game: Defense Case Gobin, Of-
fense Kaleb Nesbitt, Lineman Zach Counts, Special
Teams Briley Berry.
Records: Rockets 2-2, Tigers 0-4

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County’s hopes of

taking a one-game lead in the
Fifth District regular season
standings was dashed Tuesday
when Trigg County beat the
Lady Rockets 6-2 at Marion.
The Rocket girls need just one

more win to tie last year victory
total. They’re record after the
Trigg loss dropped to 5-4-2 over-
all and 1-2 in the district. CCHS
lost the first matchup this sea-
son against the Lady Wildcats 4-
2 at Cadiz. Crittenden County
can wrap up second place in the
three-team Fifth District for the
first time in ages with a win
Thursday at home against Lyon
County, a team it beat in over-
time last week.
Senior Taylor Guess scored

twice and freshman Ella Geary
once in the win at Lyon last

Thursday. Joslyn Silcox had one
assist and keeper Hannah Long
10 saves. The district victory
was CCHS’s first since 2017.
Lyon had beaten Crittenden in
the previous 17 meetings.
On Tuesday, Trigg scored its

first goal in the match’s opening
minute then tacked on two more
before halftime for a 3-0 edge at
the break. Senior Raven Hayes
scored both CCHS second-half
goals, one off an assist from
Lizzie Campbell. Long had nine
saves at keeper.
The girls have six more regu-

lar-season games on the sched-
ule. Three more wins and the
team will tie the school record
for victories in one season.
CCHS has added a road game at
Hopkinsville to the schedule on
Sept. 29. Post-season play will
begin the first week of October.

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS
Senior Rocket lineman Zach Counts (54) and junior running back Levi Piper (21)
block for junior quarterback Micah Newcom in the first half at Caldwell County.

CCHS splits in district matches

Lady Rockets
break 16-year
Tiger drought
STAFF REPORT
Last week’s volleyball victory over

Caldwell County was particularly
sweet for many reasons. It was Cri-
tenden County coach Baylee Mc-
Donald’s first ever against her alma
mater, but perhaps even more sign-
ficant, the victory was the Lady
Rockets’ first in 16 years – and only
the third ever – against the Tigers
volleyball girls.
Caldwell County came into the

match with a 34-2 record against
Crittenden since the teams’ volley-
ball series began in 2003.
The Lady Rockets won the match

in four sets, taking the victory 20-
25, 25-20, 25-23, 25-18. 
Crittenden lost in four sets to

Christian County Tuesday at Mar-
ion, losing 25-11, 30-28, 13-25, 26-
24. CCHS is now 8-8 on the season.

Tiger by the Tail
Crittenden County’s Carly

Porter returns a shot against
Caldwell County’s Benashka
Thomas during last week’s

Lady Rocket win over the Lady
Tigers at Rocket Arena.

PHOTO BY GREG PERRYMAN

Rockets snap losing skid vs Caldwell

Crittenden County’s cross coun-
try team has competed in three
meets so far this season and will be
at the St. Mary Invitational on Sat-
urday at Noble Park in Paducah.
Here are results from the team’s

first meet at Murray: In boys’ com-
petition Asa McCord was 57th in
24:09.96. In girls’ action Mary Mar-
tinez was 16th in 25:45.33, Presley
Potter was 24th in 28:18.78,
Karsyn Potter was 34th in
29:58.08.
At the Calloway County Invita-

tional, McCord was 44th in
21:40.89 and Jayden Gibson was

70th in 23:38.03. For the girls,
Martinez was 19th in 24:23.33,
Ella Geary was 23rd in 25:35.14,
Presley Potter was 26th in 25:53.46
and Karsyn Potter was 37th in
28:18.28
Last weekend at the McCracken

County Invitational, McCord was
71st in 23:47.27, Gibson was 76th
in 24:02.59, Landon Starkey was
95th in 27:14.08. Martinez was
15th in 24:11.27 in the girls’ race
while Geary was 24th in 25:16.40,
Aubrey Grau 25th in 25:17.94,
Presley Potter 32nd in 26:28.00,
Karsyn Potter 43 in 28:09.57. 

Crittenden Cross Country Results

Local golfers challenged by state match hills
STAFF REPORT
Critttenden County’s boys placed

11th out of 16 teams at the All A Clas-
sic State Golf Tournament in Richmond
on Sunday.
Jeremiah Foster, making his second

appearance in the small-school tourna-
ment, shot a nine-over-par 81 on the
tricky Gibson Bay Golf Course. He was
followed in scoring by Parker Kayse
with 84, Grayson Davidson 89, Avery
Belt 98 and Jaxon Hatfield 108.
CCHS coach Vicki Hatfield said rain

and a challenging course took their toll
on her team’s play. Crittenden was ap-
pearing in the All A state event for the
second time in three years after it won
the regional tournament in August.

A couple of CCHS girls also qualified
for the small-school state finals, which
was played last weekend at Club Uni-
versity at Arlington, which is Eastern
Kentucky University’s home course.
Addie Hatfield shot 101 and Brylee
Conyer 102 to place 39th and 43rd, re-
spectively, out of 80 golfers.
“Both courses are super hilly, and an

energy buster,” Hatfield said. “The hills
affect your lie and distance judgement,
even with a range finder, which the kids
can use.”
To better prepare for the challenges of

wide-ranging terrain, Hatfield hopes to
add some hilly courses to next year’s
golf schedule.

•In other recent action, Crittenden
golfers defeated Dawson Springs and
Webster County at Pennyrile State Park
Sept. 6. Medalist was Jeremiah Foster
with a one-under par 35. Belt shot 37,
Kayse 41, Davidson 43, Hatfield 46 and
Turner Sharp 50. Crittenden shot 155,
followed by Webster with 179 and Daw-
son 185. On the girls’ side, Addie Hat-
field was medalist with 47, followed by
Brylee Conyer with  49, Georgia Hole-
man 57 and middle schooler Abby Ko-
rzenborn 74.
Earlier this month in a loss to Union

and Webster, Hatfield shot 45, Holeman
50 and Korzenborn 68.

PHOTO BY NATALIE BOONE
Senior Raven Hayes makes a pass near midfield during
the first half of Tuesday’s game against Trigg County.



WATER
Continued from page 1
grandfathered in when
it’s ordered to upgrade,
but not likely all of them.
Its holding tanks and
other infrastructure are
decaying and need atten-
tion, regulators and in-
spectors have said.
When questioned dur-

ing Monday’s Marion City
Council meeting as to
whether the plant had
another 10 years of life in
it, Plant Supervisor Jeff
Black and Division of
Water chemist Jackie
Logsdon pointed to seri-
ous challenges.
“A whole bunch of

money would have to be
dropped in that thing (to
get 10 more years). I need
new everything,” Black
said.
Logsdon said the state

of the plant is reflected in
difficulties operators are
having in balancing the
chemistry in Marion’s
water. 
“The treatment chal-

lenges we’re facing right
now are very telling of the
plant’s limitations and
that needs to be on
everyone’s mind,” she
said.
Several residents have

reported red or brown
colored water. Those is-
sues are largely due to
high levels of manganese
that are gathered in the
plant. There are plans to
shut it down next week
and clean the filtration
system at an estimated
cost of over $10,000.
State officials who have

been monitoring and
testing water coming out
of the plant say it may
look bad out of some
faucets, but it’s safe to
use. They say coloration
is a secondary standard
of water. In other words,
it’s an aesthetic issue,
not a safety and health
problem. Logsdon con-
ceded however that
drinking brown or red
water is not appealing for
anyone. Boiling the dis-
colored water can actu-
ally aggravate the issue.
The city is also consid-

ering further measures to
clear up the murky
water, including aerating
Old City Lake from where
it’s drawing raw water.
City Administrator Adam
Ledford said anyone with
discolored water should
contact city hall to pro-
vide some basic informa-
tion such as location.
“We need to know

about it,” he said.
Mayor Jared Byford

signaled that an addi-
tional environmental fee
could be likely if the city
continues along a path to
repair its own raw water
source and renovate the
plant. City sewer cus-
tomers are already being
pinched by high environ-
mental fees to help pay
for a new $17 million
sewer plant.
Some city leaders be-

lieve the dam at Old City
Lake is made of sufficient
material to be an effective
levee, citing its adequate
service for more than 50
years. State inspectors
have not necessarily dis-
missed the idea of repair-
ing the dam, but they’re
waiting on further core
samples to complete a
study on its soundness.
Even if inspectors, who
permit levees and dams,
grant approval for the re-
building of Lake George,
it’s unclear whether the
Division of Water (DOW)
would re-approve it as a
raw water source. Dams
and levees are under the
jurisdiction of the De-
partment for Natural Re-
sources while DOW is in
the Kentucky Energy and
Environment Cabinet. 
The aging plant would

be weighed along with
the viability of the raw
water source, and so far
state officials have been
reluctant to show favor-
able signs for going back
to Lake George for raw
water. Almost everyone
has agreed, however, that
it could be rebuilt for
recreational and aes-
thetic values.
Princeton option
Marion has retained an

engineering firm to ex-
plore opportunities to tie
onto the Princeton Water
District, which has ca-
pacity to handle another
large wholesale customer
like Marion. Princeton
once provided water to
the City of Eddyville, but

it no longer does; there-
fore, it has water to burn
so to speak. Its plant,
which is actually in Lyon
County near the Cum-
berland River where it
draws raw water, can
produce three million
gallons of water a day.
Lyon County is a current
wholesale customer of
the Princeton Water Dis-
trict and so is the Cald-
well County Water
District.
To date, Princeton has

not spent any resources
exploring or engineering
options for a deal to de-
liver water directly to
Marion. Princeton’s water
department superintend-
ent James Noel said
Princeton is willing to fi-
nancially commit to engi-
neering, but not without
a firm commitment from
Marion to buy water. 
So far, that type of

commitment does not
exist.
There had been some

discussion about Marion
tapping onto Caldwell
County Water District
somewhere near Fredo-
nia in order to receive
water from Princeton.
Fredonia City Council
last month proposed a
measure that would put
a tariff on any potable
water that flows through
its town or any construc-
tion of water lines
through Fredonia. 
Marion leaders have

suggested that any con-
nection to Caldwell
County’s system would
likely bypass Fredonia.
Without special permis-
sion from the state, Cald-
well County cannot
wholesale water directly
to Marion because it does
not manufacture its own
water (it buys it from
Princeton). 
Sally Hart, chairperson

of Caldwell County Water
District, said once it
knows what is needed,
Caldwell County is will-
ing to try to help. How-
ever, no formal
presentation had been
made with regard to a
plan, she said.
A preliminary check of

the flow capabilities of
Princeton’s water pres-
sure on KY 91 North ear-
lier this year found that it
does not appear capable
of maintaining ample
pressure for its own cus-
tomers near the high
school or wholesale cus-
tomers further toward
Fredonia once it tried to
push a volume of 100
gallons per minute onto
Caldwell County’s lines
toward Marion. Princeton
Water District’s leader-
ship says it’s willing to be
a long-term provider, but
first it must determine if
and how it could deliver
ample amounts of water
to Marion. There has
been discussion of piping
water through one, or
perhaps two, other water
districts, which leads to
further questions about
quality, water experts in
Princeton said. Who
would be liable if Mar-
ion’s water quality? The
manufacture or owner of
the delivery system(s)?
Those questions would
need to be answered. 
Most observers agree

that trying to deliver
water to Marion through
one or two third-party
distribution systems
from another manufac-
turer would be rife with
challenges both foreseen
and unseen. 
The closest high-vol-

ume Princeton water
lines capable of carrying
enough water to Marion
could be tapped onto at
Linton Hill behind
Paglia’s Pizza in Prince-
ton or just outside of Ed-
dyville. Both belong to
Princeton Water District.
Engineers have indicated
that laying a new 12-inch
water line would cost
about $500,000 per mile.
It’s 24 miles from Marion
to Eddyville and 22 miles
from Marion to Prince-
ton, so $11 to $12 million
would be required for
piping alone. It is likely,
too, that a chlorinator
and pumps would be
necessary due to dis-
tance, geography and hy-
drology. That would
require additional ex-
pense. Also, experts in
the field stress that any
plans would need to ac-
count for future growth
in Marion. Simply meet-
ing today’s demands
would be folly, they say.

It also appears that
state regulations would
require redundancy in
any new distribution sys-
tem, effectively requiring
two water transmission
lines into town, which
would greatly increase
costs if Marion chooses a
new provider.
If Marion decides to

purchase water whole-
sale as a long-term solu-
tion, it will almost
certainly be responsible
for maintaining its own
distribution system in
town, reading its own
meters, billing customers
and collecting payments.  
Crittenden-Livingston option
Crittenden-Livingston

has been a longtime part-
ner with Marion. The two
have been interconnected
for years although sel-
dom has Marion pulled
water from the county
system. It hadn’t needed
to until the recent water
crisis. Crittenden-Liv-
ingston has an eight-inch
trunk line which runs
from Salem to the top of
Moore Hill west of Marion
where it fills a 400,000-
gallon water tank built in
2017.
Marion is already con-

tracted to buy 144,000
gallons of water a day
from Crittenden-Liv-
ingston, but recently it’s
been providing closer to
200,000 gallons a day,
Ledford said at Monday’s
council meeting. The
county has a pipe that
runs drinking water di-
rectly into a clear well at
Marion’s plant. If the city
were to work a deal to
buy all of its water from
the county, there would
have to be major expan-
sion to the county’s plant
and system, which Crit-
tenden-Livingston is will-
ing to explore, according
to board chairman T.L.
Maddux.
For starters, there

would need to be a new
12-inch water main con-
structed between Salem
and Marion. The county
has a large volume line at
Livingston Hospital,
which could be accessed.
The 12-inch line would
run along US 60 parallel
to the eight-inch line that
already exists, providing
mandatory redundancy. 
Crittenden-Livingston’s

plant is on the Cumber-
land River, its raw water
source, in Pinckneyville
in Livingston County.  It
is capable of producing
two million gallons of
water a day, but needs to
be expanded. There has
been talk of taking it to
three or four million gal-
lons a day. The latter
would leave more  capac-
ity for continued growth
in the communities it
serves. 
Running a new water

main from Salem to Mar-
ion would cost around $5
million, according to
early estimates. Increas-
ing the county’s plant
size could cost anywhere
from $10 to $20 million
depending on the scope
of expansion. 
Crittenden County last

week stepped in to help
define Crittenden-Liv-
ingston’s ability to be-
come a long-term answer
to the city water crisis.
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom authorized the
spending of $3,000 in

pandemic relief funds to
pay for an initial engi-
neering analysis that
would determine the
scope and estimated
price for delivering Mar-
ion’s complete water
needs for now, and well
into the future.
“More money is avail-

able right now for infra-
structure than ever
before,” Logsdon said.
“It’s easier to get money
for a regionalization proj-
ect than for a small com-
munity project.”
The mayor, for the first

time on Monday at the
council’s special meeting,
indicated that he favors a
long-term solution that
includes furthering a re-
lationship with Critten-
den-Livingston Water
District, which he said
has been very helpful the
past four months making
sure Marion did not run
out of water.

“My efforts are toward
Crittenden-Livingston.
That’s where I am lean-
ing because we are al-
ready connected. We’re
on a hill, and their lines
already come into (Mar-
ion),” Byford said.
Sturgis and more
The planned connec-

tion to Sturgis has never
been considered among
long-term options. It was
originally supposed to
have been completed by
the end of August, but
now Ledford says it could
be sometime in October.
The holdup, he said, ap-
pears to be in the Ken-
tucky Finance Cabinet,
based on his conversa-
tions with state officials. 
The Sturgis connection

would require only a one-
mile connector line,
which will be built on top
of the ground, in order to
provide Marion with an

emergency backup that
should eliminate the
need for any further
water hauling. It would
not be able to provide all
of Marion’s water needs.
Logsdon said building a
temporary connection to
Sturgis would cost less
than what the state paid
for raw water hauling
this summer. 
•In reviewing the city’s

Stage 3 Water Conserva-
tion Order and its burn
ban, leaders opted to
make no changes until
further advancement in
water availability and
quality are ensured.
•Further testing at the

Lucile Mine in Marion
has found greater chal-
lenges. Traces of arsenic
and high levels of other
elements were detected
in recent testing. The
mayor said it’s time to
drop that as an option.
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BY ALEXA TABOR
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS
A project that has been years

in the works, construction of a
new US 60 Cumberland River
Bridge at Smithland, reached a
milestone this week. 
A massive steel truss was

floated down river and into po-
sition at Smithland. Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet (KYTC)
and other agencies and com-
panies were involved in this
week’s movement of the truss
via water from Paducah to
Smithland. Also involved in the
project since its conception are
American Bridge, Jim Smith
Contracting and the U.S. Coast
Guard. The new Cumberland
River Bridge – being built for
$63.6 million – is 80 percent
federally funded, with the state
of Kentucky providing the bal-
ance. 
There were numerous agen-

cies involved this week in sup-
porting the movement and
placement of the truss.
Hundreds of hours more are

needed before the project is fi-
nalized, though according to
KYTC, it remains ahead of

schedule.
“Winter weather was figured

into the project timeline,”
KYTC Public Information Offi-
cer Keith Todd said. “In fact,
the mild weather we had last
winter was a factor in some
phases of the project being well
ahead of schedule as we ap-
proach the truss float-in.
Other than extreme cold (below
zero), deck placement on the
new truss should be able to
continue through the winter
months. Base courses of as-
phalt pavement are down on
the bridge approaches. The
bridge could be opened on
base courses with the final
driving surface added later, if
needed.”
The 700-foot blue steel

structure was assembled on
barges at Paducah by Ameri-
can Bridge, and recently
floated 14 miles upstream on
the Ohio River to the main
construction site near the
mouth of the Cumberland
River in Smithland of Liv-
ingston County.  The Coast
Guard closed  the Ohio River
between the Paducah Riverport

and Smithland to all boat traf-
fic in order to accommodate
the four-hour move on Mon-
day. On Tuesday, the truss
was elevated and floated over
the main piers of the bridge
structure, then lowered down
onto the piers.
“According to our internal

project management software,
the bridge is 88 percent com-
plete,” Todd said. “We have
paid the contractor
$55,947,175.40 of the total.
The numbers and percent of
completion can be a bit mis-
leading. For instance, all of the
steel for the 700-foot main
truss had to be paid for up
front, so the dollars and per-
centage went up overnight
when that payment was made.
JSC also had to pay American
Bridge for their part of the
work. At this time, the project
is within budget.”
Meanwhile, traffic on the ex-

isting US 60 Cumberland River
bridge, also known as the Lucy
Jefferson Lewis Memorial
Bridge, was restricted to one
lane. Upon completion, Jim
Smith Contracting fully ex-

pects completing the deck on
the main span will take 6 to 8
months. The bridge is expected
to open in late spring of 2023. 
The current bridge opened in

1931. About 5,500 vehicles
cross it each day.
“When what was originally

the Kentucky Department of
Public Roads formed in 1912,
the members quickly realized
that if they were going to be in
the highway building business,
they would also have to be in
the bridge building business,”
Todd said. “The bridge-build-
ing effort got to rolling in a big
way around 1930. They built
bridges with the idea that they
would last about 75 to 100
years. When it opened to traffic
in 1936, the US 60 Cumber-
land River bridge was an engi-
neering marvel. When it
opened, the average car on the
road was a Model A Ford and
the largest truck weighed
about 28 tons loaded. While we
now think of it as outdated, it
has served us well. However,
it’s time for a new bridge. We
hope to be driving on the new
bridge next spring.”

Concerning design, the new
bridge will have a truss and
structure on par with the US
60 Tennessee River Bridge lo-
cated in Ledbetter, which was
completed in July of 2013. A
countywide vote was held in
2020 to pick the bridge color,
which is blue. The county and
those commuting daily will un-
doubtedly feel relief upon com-
pletion, considering measures
taken to preserve the old Cum-
berland River bridge – at one
time requiring weight restric-
tions for frequent travelers,
nightly closures, one lane ob-
structions and other safety
measures.
“We are excited about the

placing of the truss, as it
marks the completion of an-
other milestone during this
last phase of construction,”
Livingston County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Garret Gruber said.
“Livingston County has waited
a long time for the relief and
opportunity that the new
bridge will provide, and we are
thankful to all of those that
have worked to make the new
bridge a reality."

Replacing Cumberland River bridge
New route will open next spring

The photograph above left shows the bridge truss being lifted into place at the river crossing in Smithland. The photo at right by Paducah Drone shows the bridge during
its 14-mile voyage Monday on the Ohio and Cumberland rivers from Paducah’s riverfront where it was manufactured.


